Introduction
Nagaur district of Rajasthan, in northwest part of India, is one such area where the effects of high fluoride concentration in ground water is very severe Nagaur district talls in central part of Rajasthan and covers an area of 1771 18sq. kms. and lies between 26 23' 35'' to 27 42' 16'' north latitude and 73 04'32'' to 7521'39'' east longitude as shown on google map No,1. The district forms a part of great thar. High concentration of fluoride in a particular belt of this district is so remarkable that people call that area as BANKA PATTI (banka-distorted,Patti-belt). The district experiences an arid to semi arid type of climate. The rain fall is scanty (average 450mm per annum), and surface run off is insignificant. Physiographically, the district is characterized by moderately high degraded hills and sand dunes. The land surface is gently inclined towards the west and northwest. A well known saline lake at Didwana covers about 15sq. km area. A number of paleo-channels have been discovered in the area in recent year through the use of satellite remote sensing data. Interesting information, but needs to be more concise.
south-east to north-west direction. Older alluvium, is a principal source of groundwater in Kuchhaman, Didwana, Parbatsar , riyan and Degana blocks. Tertiary sandstone lies in Mundwa, Jayal, Degana and Merta blocks. Nagaur sandstone occurs in parts of Nagaur, Merta, jayal, Degana, and Mundwa blocks whereas Jodhpur sandstone occurs in parts of Mundwa, Merta and Ladnun blocks. Bilara limestone comprises occur in Nagaur, Mundwa, Jayal and Ladnun blocks. The least important sixth aquifer of metamorphic covers in parts of Parbatsar, makrana, Kuchhaman, riyan, Ladnun, Degana,and Didwana blocks. They are impervious rocks and show secondary porosity in the form of joints, cleavage and weathered zone.
Groundwater quality varies widely, it is saline in southern part of Kuchhaman, northen and central parts in Degana blocks. Besides, a pocket of saline groundwater is available scattered throughout the district. Potable water is available mainly in western part of Mundwa, eastern part of Riyan, Parbatsar and Didwana blocks and in some parts of Ladnun, Merta, Jayal and Nagaur blocks. Groundwater is usually fresh to slightly saline in Older alluvium, moderately saline in Tertiary sandstone, potable in Bilara limestone and Jodhpur sandstone and potable to brackish in schist, granite-gneisses, phyllite etc.
The hydro geochemical facies indicate that groundwater in the district is under the process of mineralization. It is observed that variability of chemical quality is maximum in the alluvium and groundwater occurring in the hard rocks is comparatively less mineralized.
The fluoride concentration in the district ranges from less than 1ppm to 90 ppm (at Datiyad Jayal block of the district) as shown on table No 1. High fluoride concentration in the district has been causing fluorosis problem. Table - 
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On the basis of present investigation the following remedial steps are suggested. 1. Detailed studies to investigate the exact source of fluoride. 2. Grass root education be imparted to rural uneducated section of society about severa effects of high fluoride on health and eventually they should be motivated to adopt rain water harvesting and defluoridation techniques. 3. For drinking purpose canal water can be supplied in high saline and fluoride concentrated groundwater areas.
